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Summary 
 
I joined over 5,000 colleagues in the 102nd  
annual meeting of the Association of 
American Geographers (AAG).  From what I 
understand, this was the largest attendance 
at any of the AAG annual meetings, which 
isn’t surprising, with total AAG membership 
expected to top 10,000 this year.  In 
attendance were colleagues serving as 
university and community college 
professors, graduate students, geographers 
from government, nonprofit, and private 
industry, K-12 teachers, and researchers 
from many countries around the globe.  We 
collectively presented over 3,000 papers, 
operated information exhibits, conducted 
preconference and in-conference 
workshops, field trips, served in panel 
sessions, and shared and learned from 
each other.  One has to only look at the 
thousands of sessions at the AAG 
conference to understand the diversity of 
geography in the 21st Century. 
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The USGS participated by supporting the 
meeting financially, by co-teaching a 
preconference workshop entitled 
“Unleashing the Power of GIS and GPS,” 
through a 30x30’ information exhibit, by 
helping the job information fair, and by 
giving papers and panel discussions. 

 

 
 

 
Chicago was the site of the 2006 annual 
meeting and proved to be an excellent 

location for the meeting and for the field 
trips to such diverse places as steel mills, 

wetlands, and urban neighborhoods. 
 

One only has to look at the AAG meeting 
proceedings to discover the breadth and 

depth of theoretical and applied geography 
today—everything from geographic 
technologies, water quality, politics, 
economics, soils, climate, landscape 

ecology, educational methods, biodiversity, 
urban dynamics, to natural hazards and 

much more. 



 
Where else can one have this much fun but 

at an AAG annual meeting?  (This Earth 
globe was harder to lift than it looks!) 

 

 
The AAG staff was, as always, wonderful to 

work with—professional, knowledgeable, 
and highly enjoyable. 

 

 
The beautiful lobby of the Palmer House 

Hotel, site of the AAG annual meeting, and 
the hotel as seen from the underside of the 

Elevated (below). 
 

 
 

 
The annual meetings are an experience that 
energizes everyone present.  They are one 

of the highlights of each year that we all 
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look forward to.  The next meeting will be 
held in Spring 2007 in San Francisco. 

 

 
Networking at the world-flag tables. 

 

 
Above, AAG President Dick Marston 
congratulates Susan Hardwick on her 

Grosvenor Honors for Geography Education 
award. 

 
 

Unleashing the Power of GIS-GPS 
Workshop 
 

 
Organized  by Diane Vacarra, T&F Informa 
(above), and upon the request of the AAG, 

a group of us created, marketed, and 
delivered a two-day hands-on GIS and GPS 

course.  Over 30 people attended this 
event, which took place on the two days 

immediately preceding the AAG conference. 
 

 
It was wonderful to learn from and work with 

the attendees of the GIS and GPS 
workshop, including many non-geography 
professionals who sought to use spatial 
tools in their own fields.  Some of these 

researchers were developing community 
quality-of-life indicators for alcohol and drug 

treatment and prevention, with a goal of 
improving the environmental and social 

quality of neighborhoods and entire cities.  If 
we can have a small part in helping those 
especially outside our own field start using 
spatial analysis, it makes it all worthwhile. 
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Above, Sandy Lach Arlinghaus of the 

University of Michigan works through one of 
her fascinating virtual reality models that 

she has built. Dr. Arlinghaus was the 
program chair of this event and it was a 
pleasure to meet a real mathematical 

geographer! 
 

 
Above, John Corbett, President of Mud 

Springs Geographers, explains the 
population hands-on activity.  We used Mud 
Springs’ AWhere GIS and ESRI’s ArcGIS as 
the two primary software platforms for this 
event.  The workshop included activities in 
site selection, demographic studies, aquifer 
studies, and GPS-to-GIS integration, and 

included presentations on a diversity of GIS 
applications from municipal government to 

natural resources. 
 

 
Above, Teri Landrum, City of Grapevine GIS 
and one of our workshop organizers, helps 

two of the attendees.   
 

 
“All smiles” during the field trip with GPS 

receivers; we later imported these 
coordinates into the GIS environment and 
linked ground photographs to the points. 
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Our attendees came from higher education, 

industry, government, K-12 education, 
nonprofit organizations, and informal 

education. 
 

 
The goals of the workshop were to help 
people understand how GIS is used in a 

variety of different applications, gain 
confidence in the hands-on use of GIS and 
GPS, understand how to access and use 

spatial data sources and how to apply them 
to real-world problems, and become familiar 

with organizations, training opportunities, 
new trends, and literature in the field of 

Geographic Information Sciences. 

 
We had ample room and a wonderful 

computer setup for this event, thanks to the 
efforts of Diane, the AAG, and the technical 

staff of the hotel. 
 

Exhibit Hall 
 

 
This year’s exhibitors included publishers 

(University of Texas Press, Hodder Arnold, 
Blackwell, and Wiley, for example), map 

companies (such as Rand McNally), 
geography organizations (such as the 

National Council for Geographic Education 
(NCGE)), government organizations (such 
as the USGS, Bureau of Census, and the 
National Geospatial Intelligence Agency), 

services, software companies (such as 
MudSprings Geographers and ESRI), field 

equipment, and others. 
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I was pleased to see my recent book 

(Essentials of the Environment) on display 
by Hodder Arnold and by Oxford University 

Press. 
 

 
The AAG exhibit hall is a wonderful place to 

network with colleagues, and learn about 
the latest maps, books, software, and 

projects.  Above, a few of the excellent staff 
from Rand McNally. 

 

 
Above, here I am with Michal LeVasseur, 
Executive Director of the National Council 

for Geographic Education. 
 

 
Above, AAG Executive Director Doug 

Richardson and Ann Johnson (ESRI Higher 
Education Coordinator). 

 

 
What a privilege to talk with one of my 

favorite geographers, Dr. Wilbur Zelinsky 
(left). 
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The USGS exhibit was prominently 

displayed in the front center of the exhibit 
hall as a with a 25-by-25-foot space. 

 
The USGS was created by an Act of 

Congress on 3 March 1879, and the AAG 
was created in 1904.  Nine of the 48 charter 

AAG members in 1904 were USGS 
scientists.  In 2004, the USGS became a 

corporate member of the AAG.   
 

 
We were pleased to talk with many 

interesting people at the exhibit, such as 
AAG 2006 President Dick Marston (center, 
above, with Jon Campbell (left) and Steve 

Vandas.. 
 

 
Some of the USGS exhibit staff:  Karen 

Renee Wood, Heather Friesen, and 
Roxanne Lamb.  We staffed the USGS 

exhibit with excellent scientists and 
information specialists from numerous 

offices. 
 

 
Above, attendees gather at USGS exhibit.   

.  We featured four sides to the USGS 
exhibit—including The National 

Map/Geospatial One-Stop/NSDI, General 
USGS Information, spatial data (GIS and 

remote sensing), and appropriate research 
(hazards, urban growth, biodiversity, water 

quality, and more).   
 
Geography Education Specialty Group 
Meeting 
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The AAG includes at least 60 specialty 

groups representing regions of the world, 
and topical specialties such as GIS, remote 
sensing, cartography, cultural geography, 

historical geography, and geography 
education.  Above, our geography education 

specialty group meeting, Michelle 
Sievertson is our chairperson.  One 

interesting new item we found out about at 
this meeting is a wonderful German 

geography education journal that now 
features an English-language version. 

 
Jobs In Geography Exhibit 

 

 
AAG careers director Nikolas Schiller invited 

us to participate in the Jobs in Geography 
exhibit to provide informational interviews 
and to serve as an exhibitor.  This was an 
excellent opportunity to talk with students 

with a wide variety of interests. 
 

 
Student examining job board. 

 

 
Above, Ivan Cheung, AAG GIS director 

(right) chats with the NGA staff at the Jobs 
in Geography exhibit. 

 

 
Our USGS exhibit in the Jobs in Geography 

room. 
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Poster Sessions 
 

 
One of the dozens of impressive poster 

sessions at the meeting. 
 

Geography Bowl 
 

 
After all these years, I finally was able to 
attend part of the Geography Bowl, which 
pits college students from different AAG 
regions against each other for a fun and 

educational competition.  It reminded me a 
bit of the National Geographic Bee 

competitions that I and others run at K-12 
schools. 

 
Wiley Reception 
 

 
The Wiley publishing and editor staff held a 

reception featuring free trade coffee, a 
program that seeks sustainability in the 

worldwide coffee industry and pays growers 
a fair price for their efforts. 

 

 
Three of my favorite people at the Wiley 
reception—L-to-R:  Gail Hobbs (Pierce 

College), Ann Johnson (ESRI), Erin 
Fouberg (South Dakota State University). 
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Dr Harm DeBlij, right, author of dozens of 
books, including the recent and wonderful 

Why Geography Matters, along with an 
illustrator for this and many other books. 

 
My Activities at the Annual Meeting 
 
I gave a paper entitled “Bridging Geography 
and Mathematics Through GIS.”  This was 
part of a session organized by Dr Rich 
Schultz about the infusion of GIS into 
various disciplines, and it was very 
interesting to hear the other papers in that 
session. 
 
I served as a discussant in the “Changing 
International Geography Education” 
sponsored by HERODOT. 
 
I served as a panelist on Dr Michael 
Solem’s “International Collaborative 
Projects in Higher Education.” 
 
I served on a panel that addressed the 
integration of GIS into the K-12 curriculum 
(below). 
 

 
Part of our panel that Dr Rich Schultz 

organized; we had a lively discussion on 
GIS in education. 

 
Other Sessions Attended: 
 
Defining and Communicating the Geospatial 
Technology Industry Workforce Demand. 
 
I had just completed review of the Kidz 
Online Geospatial 21 training materials a 
month ago, and it was a  pleasure to meet 
director Gino Guzzardo at this session. 
 
Topics in Geographic Education; a variety of 
papers on this subject. 
 
My Community, Our Earth – Geographic 
learning for sustainable development-- 
initiatives along the Gulf Coast and in the 
Caribbean. 
 
Experiments in Cartographic Design. 
 
Geography Education Specialty Group 
Competition.  These student papers were 
very impressive and many focused on GIS 
in education. 
 
Geographic Dimensions of Drug Treatment 
and Prevention. 
 
The 2010 Decennial Census Program 
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I was also invited to and participated in a 
meeting organized by Wiley about 
ConceptCaching and Google Earth. 
 
Recommendations 
 
In my opinion, it is the 21st Century where 
the themes that geographers have been 
emphasizing for the past few years, and 
sometimes, for the past few centuries, will 
absolutely have to be addressed.  Society 
will come face to face, and indeed, is 
starting to grapple with, issues of 
biodiversity loss, climate change, urban 
sprawl, the effective use of geotechnologies 
in research and education, water quality, 
natural hazards, and other issues of our 
time.  In so doing, the relevance and 
importance of geography to societies will be 
plainly evident.  More importantly, 
geographers will be able to help 
governments, nonprofit organizations, 
universities, and private industry plan for a 
progressive yet sustainable future. 
 
I recommend that we continue to increase 
our involvement with the AAG in education 
and research.  The AAG is the number one 
geography professional society in North 
America and one of the leading such 
organizations in the world.  Many of the 
exhibitors and participants at AAG were 
USGS partners or users of our data and 
resources.  I believe we must also increase 
the viability of our education program that 
helps communicate the message and 
mission of the USGS.  Geography 
education and research is a fundamental 
part of the mission of both the AAG and the 
USGS.  It only makes sense that we work 
more closely together. 
 
I have been an AAG member since 1992 
and I encourage others to become 
members.  I have attended most AAG 

conferences since 1994.  They just seem to 
keep “getting better all the time” and I truly 
believe that this was the best AAG annual 
meeting yet.  The quality of the papers was 
truly exceptional and gives me great hope 
for the future. 
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Moon over Chicago, 10 March 2006. 

 
*** End of 2006 AAG Annual Meeting 

Report *** 
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